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Background

DiscussionResults

● According to the National Center on Elder Abuse (NCEA), 
an estimated 1 to 2 million patients in the US above the 
age of 65 have been victims of elder abuse and neglect 
(EAN).

● The five categories of EAN are: physical, financial, 
emotional, sexual, and neglect; financial neglect is the 
most common.

● Patients who have been victims of abuse have an increased 
risk of death by 300%.

● In California, all parties involved in caring for an elderly 
patient are mandated reporters of EAN.

● Training health professions students to recognize and 
report elder abuse is extremely important.

Study Objectives
● To utilize an interprofessional education (IPE) program to 

assess changes in students’ knowledge of and ability to 
recognize EAN.

Methods
● Seven video vignettes were developed to portray 

victims of EAN (Table 1).
● Students received vignettes 1-3 as a pre-quiz and 

listed all their concerns regarding the patient’s care. 
● One week later, students completed the caregiving 

scenario questionnaire (CSQ) and were asked to 
classify actions as either ‘abusive”, “potentially 
abusive”, or “not abusive.” 

● Students also completed a knowledge survey 
Students then met for a 4-hour in-person IPE event 
and were split into fifty-five interprofessional teams.

● Teams received vignettes 4-6 and identified their 
concerns regarding patient care.

● Students attended a lecture on EAN and then 
watched vignette 7, which depicted the appropriate 
response to EAN by a healthcare professional. 

● Two weeks later, students again completed the CSQ 
and knowledge survey. 

● Differences in the pre/post-CSQ and knowledge 
survey were assessed using related-samples 
McNemar’s tests. 

● Video vignette submissions were assessed by three 
facilitators and rated as either “identified EAN’ or 
“did not identify EAN”. Descriptive statistics were 
used to report the results of the video vignette 
submissions.

Conclusions
● This EAN IPE program demonstrated that early exposure proved to be 

effective in training students in how to manage this public health 
concern. Knowing this, implementing EAN into curricula may be 
beneficial for students across different healthcare professions. 

● After reviewing the various assessment survey/vignette activities, it is 
clear that some types of abuse are more obvious to novice learners. 
However, the less common types of abuse, such as abuse related to theft 
of one’s property, were less readily identified by student teams. This can 
be considered as an area for future coursework. 
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Students were asked to complete the CSQ, which categorizes elder abuse scenario descriptions into
either Abusive (ABU), Potentially Abusive (PAB) or Not Abusive (NAB) A. Students were more
likely to correctly categorize scenarios as Abusive (ABU) after education activities, for all three CSQ
questions. .B Students were less likely to correctly categorize scenarios as Potentially Abusive
(PAB) after education activities, for two out of the five CSQ questions. C. Students were less likely
to correctly categorize scenarios as Not Abusive (NAB) after education activities, for two out of the
five CSQ questions in this category. D. Pooled data show that the largest increase in percent correct

shift was seen in an increased correct identification of ABU scenarios.

● Interprofessional teamwork and collaboration ensures multiple 
perspectives in identifying potential EAN within our community as well 
as a holistic approach to caring for these patients

● From the pre-activity, it is clear that novice students in the health 
professions are not able to readily recognize EAN

● Results from the pre-CSQ revealed gaps in student ability to identify 
activities that were abusive or potentially abusive

● Significant overall improvements in the knowledge survey and CSQ 
after the event suggested an IPE activity centered about EAN can 
significantly increase knowledge related to EAN and improve 
confidence with reporting suspected cases of EAN.

● Overall, students had positive impressions of this EAN IPE activity. 
Ninety percent of students found the IPE module “very beneficial” or 
“beneficial”. 

● Most students rated their level of knowledge for each profession’s scope 
of practice as either “full knowledge or advanced knowledge” for the 
PA, PT and community/clinical pharmacist scope of practice.

Methods Cont. Results Cont.

On the individual vignette submissions (pre-activity), 39% identified 

EAN on video 1, 44% on video 2, and 70% on video 3. On the team 

submissions (in-class activity), 91% of teams identified EAN on video 
4, 57% on video 5, and 81% on video 6. 
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