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The Brazos County Health District (BCHD) established vector surveillance and disaster response vector
control capabilities in underserved, rural communities within the Brazos Valley which lack the population

size and funding necessary to sustain local health departments that include these services. This had not N 0 /2505 10 Miles N o SN
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regional responses. An opportunity was identified by BCHD following Hurricane Harvey to apply for one-
time grant funding on behalf of eligible rural counties included in a declared disaster area who would not
otherwise have participated in the grant opportunity due to the lack of an existing vector program and Hearne
staff to write a grant request. With permission from the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), BCHD submitted an application and was approved for the Hurricane Recovery Crisis Cooperative
Agreement (CoAg) grant funding with intent to use the funds to purchase and distribute vector
surveillance equipment and larvicide briquettes to eligible adjacent rural counties who opted in as
members of a Brazos Valley Vector Collaborative. County judges and emergency response directors of
five adjacent counties were recruited to the collaborative with the agreement of each designating a
county employee to conduct periodic adult mosquito surveillance and transport the samples to BCHD for
inclusion with BCHD's submissions to Texas DSHS for arbovirus testing. Supplies purchased for
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distribution to members of the Brazos Valley Vector Collaborative include larvicide briquettes to be OBraZOS
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require no ongoing expenditures for program sustainability purposes. 3 County Line OGrimes
City Limits
y : 0Leon
- ~ 3 College Station O
Prog ra m ove rVIew JUrles ] Bryan Madison
I Wixon Valley 0 Robertson
» 2002 - 2011 BCHD conducted in-house testing of dead birds I Kurten Washington
for West Nile Virus via VecTest® kits; no active surveillance by _— i
A, coo kL
> 2012 - 2014 BCHD conducted seasonal adult mosquito
surveillance and submitted samples to DSHS for arbovirus testing
Previous in response to increased presence of West Nile Virus
mgug = » 2015 - 2018 Zika Response Group initiated with community
Ca pa b' I |t|es partnerships in Brazos County in response to Zika outbreak; o
weekly ovitrap program began using leftover funds from Ebola :
response; periodic adult mosquito surveillance in response to
\ / incidences of human West Nile Virus cases; samples submitted
to Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Lab for arbovirus Brenham
tesUng somerville
Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS,WGA, EPA, USDA, TexX3s Parks & Wildlife, Esri, HERE, Garmin,
Somegyr \/& NPS 562 fi USGS, NGA, EPA, USDA; NPS
> 2018 BCHD awarded Hurricane Recovery Crisis (CoAg) grant = _ Hor €577
funding through Texas DSHS; funding was used to purchase
adult traps, miscellaneous surveillance _ec_]uipment, U_L\_/ truck In Brazos County, our adult mosquito surveillance program consists of weekly deployment of Gravid Within the six surrounding counties, our adult mosquito surveillance program currently
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chemicals; partnered with th_e cities of Brya_n and C_ol_lege Station locations, one in each of the county precincts, and other locations within the county are selected Factors considered in selection of trap locations in these counties includes: secure site
to hC}St equipment and chemicals, al?d provide pesticide control based on complaints received and the presence of arbovirus. Locations selected to place traps are availability, personnel availability, and proximity to BCHD. Samples of specimen collected are
applications in response to an arbovirus outbreak also secure sites including fire departments and other city or county properties to reduce the risk of processed in-house and then sent to DSHS for species identification and arbovirus testing.
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event federal money and assistance should they need it for mosquito control.



